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PROVINCE  OF  BRITISH  COLUMBIA 


DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

(Huami  tTixL  Bkaiii'ii). 


Honey  Production  in  British  Columbia 
Season  of  1915. 


HV   K.   DlNDAM  'iWMJ,  KorL-IIRUUI)  INHPUTOB. 

ON  till'  Hrnt  day  „t  Oclolipr.   H»ir..   then-  wero  llMti-il  on   th.-  monlH  of  tlit' 
iH-purliiiPiit  (>f  AKiliiiltiirp  tlif  imiiiex  of  I.ICO  liw-ki-eiu'iH  In  llie  Province. 
From  all  of  tlicni  tliw  wuh  ri'iimHt.tl  a  lion.-y-<Top  rciMirt  for  the  wuxon, 
and  :i2(l  ri'xitondeil.     Briefly  ntafed.  we  km  the  following  renult  :— 
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AsHnniliiK  that  those  rejiortlnK  are  fairly  representative  l.ee-k«H'pers.  a  little 
<".ii(nlatlon  will  show  that  the  total  honey-erop  of  the  Province  In  lltiri  was  prohally 
aldnt  KM)  tons. 

Ky  districts,  the  reiK)rts  are  as  follows  :— 
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The  olilont  liw-kefiHTH  In  tht»  I'rovliKV  nre  iiiianlniou*  In  Ntating  thaf  the  season 
of  101.1  jifUlpjl  the  |tm»n'«t  hiuiey-orop  In  their  experience.  Our  oldest  bee-keeper, 
ti>e  most  HMccei'Hful  In  the  Lower  Fraser  District,  has  kept  bees  for  thirty  years, 
and  he  conHlders  his  crop  as  lielnR  iinly  one-third  of  nn  averane.  and  as  being  the 
poorest  In  his  time. 

We  all  know  how  nnsensonable  the  weather  was  durtiiR  the  spring  and  sninniei 
months,  and  so  ninst  attrlbutp  the  ixmr  croi>  to  weather  conditions.  Iletmrts  In  the 
lee  Jonrnals  Indlcaie  that  the  luifavouratile  conditions  were  prevalent  all  over  the 
North  American  Continent,  and  that  the  honey-crop  as  a  whole  was  much  under 
the  average. 

The  warm  weather  of  April  had  a  most  extraordinary  result  In  the  bush  country 
in  Mnt8<|ul,  where  soft  maples  abound.  On  April  15th  the  writer  found  an  average 
of  ".'i  lb.  a  colony  of  dellclons  maple  honey,  all  sealed  In  the  supers,  a  record  worthy 
of  note,  and  clearly  liidkating  the  luiporlance  of  strong  colonies  early  In  spring. 

The  most  noticeable  feature  of  the  reimrts  from  the  lnsi)ector's  i>olnt  of  view 
was  the  fact  that  nearly  everybody  had  at  least  a  little  honey,  a  marked  contrast 
to  previous  years,  when  a  very  large  iwrcentage  had  no  crop  at  all.  I'ndoubtedly 
our  bee-keepers  are  becoming  more  skilled  In  their  calling,  and  In  an  average  season 
will  probably  surprise  themselves  with  their  success. 

As  nectar  was  scant,  comb-bullding  was  practically  nn  Imimsslblllty.  The  best 
crops  conseipiently  were  got  by  those  who  had  plenty  of  spare  combs.  In  British 
rolunibla  we  need  at  least  thirty  combs  to  the  colony,  ten  to  winter  on.  ten  to 
Increase  the  dlmenxlon  of  the  briMMl-chamber  on  May  Iwt.  and  ten  for  the  start  of 
the  honey-crop.  No  I  ec-keeiMT  will  ever  have  too  ninny  spare  comlts.  and  It  Is  such 
seasons  as  101.1  that  demonstrate  their  value.  In  many  Instances,  practically  the 
whole  honey-crop  was  store<l  In  one  day.  Where  c.vtracting  combs  were  ready  and 
colonies  were  strong,  as  nnicli  as  3t)  lb.  per  colony  were  stored  In  twelve  hours; 
lee-keepers  without  ciinls  got  nothing. 

One  bee-keei>er  In  .he  Wet  Belt,  who  reported  an  average  of  ("0  lb.  to  the  colony, 
says  that  a  double-walled  hive  with  an  air-space  between  the  walls  gave,  as  in 
former  years,  a  yield  jiipt  double  that  of  the  average  of  the  other  colonies.  Evidently 
the  grentcKt  nee<l  of  our  bee-keepers  Is  not  to  keep  more  bees,  but  to  keep  their 
present  colonies  letter. 

The  writer  wishes  to  state  that,  while  In  British  Colnnibin  we  can  point  to 
very  few  expert  bee-keepers,  he  considers  that  our  average  bee-keeper  will  compare 
very  favourably  with  an  e<|ual  number  In  any  other  part  of  the  world,  and  that 
from  now  on  honey  production  in  the  Province  will  progress  at  a  very  rapid  pace. 
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Thon«ind»  of  ton.  of  n«t«r  thnl  al  prnoi.t  fo  t  ..  e»ery  year  on  our  n.onntiil..- 

"''•'*  ■'"' "«•  <"-"•  '^'•"•'.'•»  will  mnm  \m  gni         i  for  buniaii  fo.Mj.  nn.t  HrlrUb 

(..liimbln  will  ailvHiico  to  tho  viry  from  rnnlc  n»  a  honpyi.ro.liH.li.g  r*>Kloii  The 
•Irllrloiia  flav.Mir  of  our  honey  will  iilwayn  eniiire  for  It  a  rea.ly  market  onre  Ita 
(liiallty  la  known. 

The  one  dark  upot  In  llie  fleli)  »f  riaton  la  the  preaenee  of  foiii-hrooil  The 
oiitliroaka  In  Vanionver,  nillllwnck.  and  Kaaondale  have  lK»n  vlRonniaiy  fouKht 
all  anninier.  In  Vann.iiver.  Itt  rolonlea  were  fonnd  affected  aa  aimlnit  M  last 
year:  Kamnnlale.  none  a*  agnln-t  B;  «-hmiWHik.  TS  aa  agalnat  5.  The  Imreaae  In 
Chllllwnck  waa  |.rolably  due  to  feedlnx  lark  affeote«I  honey  In  the  o|>en  air,  apread- 
lug  the  Infetllon  to  every  oolony  In  two  aplarlea. 

N.-W  outbreak*  were  dlaoover.-.!  In  Nanaliuo,  Halnion  Arm.  Bulland  aud 
{.ardean. 

All  affecled  tiiloulea  have,  aa  in  the  paat.  been  deatroyed  by  Are. 

The  rapid  development  of  apiculture  In  the  Provlneo  la  naturally  reauUlng  In  a 
whleapread  movement  of  colonlca  from  one  dialrlct  to  another,  ala.)  In  the  Importa- 
t  on  of  queena  from  region*  outalde  of  the  I'rovlnce.  and  It  la  by  auch  niovementa 
that  foul-browl  la  largely  .pread.  Ip  to  the  present,  precllcnily  all  caaea  of  diaenae 
have  been  dl«c-..ver«l  l,y  the  In.|KMtora,  but  the  bee-keepera  themwivea  muat  become 
lntereate<l  In  the  condition  of  the  br.KMl-ncata  and  examine  them  ot  leait  In  the 
montlia  of  April  and  May.  re,M,rtlng  at  once  to  the  IVpartment  any  anaplclona 
condlllona. 

Through  the  klndneoa  of  over  n  acore  of  the  biggeat  pnalucera  In  the  I'rovlnce, 
n  very  creditable  exhibit  of  Hrltlah  Columbia  honey  la  now  on  dl«pluv  at  the  Imlua- 
rlal  Bureau.  I'en.ler  Street.  Vancouver.  Though  the  exhibit  la  amail,  the  n.anager 
haa  iitagwl  It  In  a  very  prominent  |»oaltlon,  and  haa  given  the  aKsnrance  that  aa  aoon 
aa  the  be,-keeiM.ra  are  In  a  iM».lllon  to  make  It  bigger,  not  only  will  the  neceaaary 
Kpace  be  gladly  allott.^,  but  every  effort  will  be  made  to  give  It  appropriate  aettlng. 
The  writer  therefore  hopea  that  every  bee-kee,M.r  will  keep  thla  Idea  .n  mind  and 
of  lOlT''"'  *°  "'*'''*'*  '  """""''  ^"'  "'  extracteil  honey  at  the  end  of  the  aeaaop 
The  honey  exhiblta  at  the  varlona  agricultural  exhibitions  have  not  been  aa  well 
patronlxed  !n  th,.  i>aat  na  they  could  have  been.  The  Inaia-cfora  have  made  definite 
recommendatlona  in  the  direction  of  simplifying  the  claaae*.  ao  that  every  bee- 
keeper, even  the  one  with  only  one  hive,  t^uld  take  part.  The  dlre«ton.  of  the 
AancoHver  Kxhibltlon  are  taking  the  matter  Into  conalderutlon.  and  It  la  proi.ab'e 
that  lu  1010  that  exhibition  will  have  only  three  claaa.%  one  for  twelve  Jara  of 
— racled  honey,  any  Mzo;  one  for  twelve  nectlons  of  comb-honey;  and  one  for  an 
■  I  It  of  bcea  and  queen. 

ORDERING  SUPPLIES  FOR  1916. 

in  respoiiM,.  to  the  sngU'-ntUm  In  last  yeiir"*  clrculiir.  most  li.Hv.keei.erH  ordered 
Jieir  supplies  early,  and  the  denlerM  were  able  to  handle  nearly  all  order-  promptly; 
n  fact.  In  mo^t  ..phiricM  all  the  need.Ml  l.^.ware  and  f..Hnd..tlon  were  on  hand  before 
the  middb-  of  April.    Those  who  ordere<l  later  experienced  considerable  delay 

The  colonies  in  the  I'rovlnce  liicrease  fully  2.-.  per  cent,  nnnuallv,  and  It  U  a  fair 
estimate  that  at  least  ;{  tons  of  ware  foundation  are  neede<l  to  take  care  of  thla 
Increase,  and  In  addition  much  is  used  In  the  betterment  of  existing  colonies  that 
have  been  negiectetl  In  the  past.  As  every  pound  of  this  foundation  comea  from 
outside  of  the  Province,  and  as  It  necessarily  comes  l.v  freight,  nt  least  six  weeks 
usually  elapses  letween  the  placing  of  nn  order  l.y  a  dealer  with  a  manufacturer 
and  Its  arrival  In  British  Columlila.  It  Is  therefore  of  the  utmost  lm|wrtance  that 
each  dealer  should  be  Informed  as  early  in  the  year  as  possible  by  his  customers 
as  to  how  nnich  foundation  they  exiK>ct  to  use  In  the  course  of  the  season. 

Hive  Factohjes  and  DtAi.Kas  in  Bee  Sippues. 
We  now  have  three  efflclently  equipped  hive  factories  In  the  Province    their 
output  being  satisfactory  to  the  Inspectors.    They  are  situated  at  Vancouver,  New 
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^   ^H 1 

■i  l  ^M, 

■  ' 

WnMniliwIvr.  aiid  Ni>Inmi.  »'utl  iWUIIm  wIHi  nwird  to  llMntr  iiml  alMi  »n  lu  tir* 
ilMlcni  III  li«v  uniMill*"  will  Ir  furwardMl  un  aiiiillrnltun  lo  iIm  l>«|)artiuriit  at 
Agrirnlture  at  VWoriii. 

A.n.('.  and  X.Y.X.  of  H4«  Cullur*.    Hx  A.  I.  Hiiut.    I'rkw  «IA>.     (I>uIiIImIun1  liy 
W.  HrliMii.  Tnroutii.) 

Iluw  to  Kiwi>  Hmk     H)r  A.  H.  t'oUHilitek.     Trie*  91.     (l*itlillidlMl  lijr  W.  Hrlma. 
Turiiiito.) 

iNm-Kii  av  liKrAiTMKMT  or  AoaKf'i.Ti'K.  VirmaiA. 

Hnllvtlu  No.  au  C'imI  Mttloii).    Oaldf  to  IWw-kiw|>lliK. 

RnllMIti  No.  42,     A|tleulltin>  In  ItrllUli  ColuiiiMa. 

I'Irctilar  No.  T.     Iloimy  I'roductloii  In  llrllixb  ('otumlrtn.  Illl.'t-t4. 

laat'RD  ar  l)Kr.«aiM»:iiT  or  Auiiu iLTiraK.  •»rr*WA. 

Hi>i>-km>|>liiir  In  Cittintltt.     Ry  K.  W.  I..  Hlntlrn. 
hv*m,  I'Nfti)  Al  out.     Ky  y.  \V.  U  SiHdfU. 

laaiTKO  BY  Iirp.\btmi:nt  or  Aaairri.Ti'ar,  WiKiiiria. 

Holli-thi  No.  IN.    H«e^k(i>|iliiK  lu  Manltutia.     (Very  iiH«>rul  for  IwcIiiiht*  In  tlw^ 
IndUMtry. ) 
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I'rlnltd  lix  WiLUiH  II.  CiLLix,  Trlntrr  In  ilir  Klng'a  Mm   Gsirlkwl   Majnl/. 
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